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encouragement now, I shall withdraw myself to my former retirements, and there indulge those oddnesses that compose my character; the description of which, if I go on, may some time or other entertain my readers.
COMMON SENSE. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19,1737.	No 8.
BEEISTEE informs us of a very extraordinary custom, which prevails to this day in the empire of the Mogul. His Imperial Majesty is annually weighed upon his birth-day; and if it appears that, since his former weighing, he has made any considerable acquisition of flesh, it is matter of public rejoicings throughout his whole dominions. Upon that great day too, his subjects are obliged to make him presents, which seldom amount to less than thirty millions.
This seems to be a custom which, like many customs in other countries, is merely observed for antiquity or form-sake; but the original purpose, for which it was at first wisely established, is either neglected or quite forgotten: for it is impossible to imagine, that his Mogul Majesty's good and loyal subjects should find such matter of joy in the literal increase of their sovereign's materiality, which must of course render him less qualified for the functions and duties of his government, so that it is more reasonably to be presumed, that as all the Oriental nations choose to convey their precepts of religion, morality, and government, through hieroglyphics, types, and emblems, this custom was originally allegorical, and signified the political increase of his Majesty's weight as to